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Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant has canceled claim 6 and 8, amended claims 7, 9, 10, and 13, therefore claims 5, 7, 9- 
1 0 and 12-16 are now pending. 



Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 5, 9, and 14 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 5 and 14-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Applicant 
Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) in view of Natsuno et al. (US 20002/0165773): 

Regarding claim 5, AAPA teaches an appliance, comprising: a controller and a receiver 
connected thereto and effective to receive an ID device identifier (pg. 3, line 21-pg.4, line 3); a 
network interface; the controller being further programmed to access profile data on the profile 



server (pg.3, lines 8-11). 
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AAPA does not teach of a relay server. Natsuno et al. teaches a relay server 
corresponding to the ID device identifier; the controller being programmed to: transmit data 
responsive to the identifier to the relay server and receive a profile address in response from the 
relay server: the controller being further programmed to access data on the server (Fig. 7 and 
page 1, section 001 1 and page 2, section 0014). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the personalization 
of smart appliances of AAPA by having a relay server because each appliance can be pre- 
preprogrammed with the relay server location, independent of the location of the particular user's 
profile data and conversely the user's profile can be located anywhere independent of any 
particular appliance. 

Referring to claims 14, AAPA teaches a method of controlling an appliance, comprising: 
receiving an address from a remote device, transmitting a request to the profile server, receiving 
a profile from the profile server, and controlling the appliance in dependence upon the profile. 

AAPA does not teach of a relay server. Natsuno et al. teaches transmitting a first request 
to the relay server, receiving an address of a profile server from the relay server, transmitting a 
second request to the profile server, receiving a profile from the profile server (Fig.7 and page 1, 
section 001 1 and page 2, section 0014). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the personalization of smart 
appliances of AAPA by having a relay server because each appliance can be pre-preprogrammed 
with the relay server location, independent of the location of the particular user's profile data and 
conversely the user's profile can be located anywhere independent of any particular appliance. 



Application/Control Number: 09/597, 1 96 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2141 

Referring to claim 16, AAPA teaches the method of claim 14, further including receiving 
an address from another remote device, transmitting a request to the other profile server, 
receiving another profile from the other profile server, and controlling the appliance in 
dependence upon the other profile. 

AAPA does not teach of a relay server. Natsuno et al. teaches transmitting a third request 
to the other relay server, receiving an address of an other profile server from the other relay 
server, transmitting a fourth request to the other profile server, receiving an other profile from 
the other profile server (Fig. 7 and page 1, section 001 1 and page 2, section 0014). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
further modify the personalization of smart appliances of AAPA by having a relay server 
because each appliance can be pre-preprogrammed with the relay server location, independent of 
the location of the particular user's profile data and conversely the user's profile can be located 
anywhere independent of any particular appliance. 

Regarding claim 15, AAPA teaches the method of claim 14, wherein the remote device is 
a radio-frequency identification device (pg. 3, line 21 through pg. 4, line 3). 
3. Claims 7, 9, 10, 12, and 13 rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) in view of Natsuno et al. (US 20002/0165773) as applied 
to claims 5, 14-16 above, and further in view of Killian (US 6,163,316). 

Regarding claims 9, AAPA in view of Natsuno et al. teaches a method wherein: receiving 
at least the portion of the first configuration data includes receiving first relay data responsive to 
a network server identified in the first access data, receiving profile data made accessible via the 
network by the first relay data (pg. 3, line 5-11 and pg. 4, lines 4-11 of AAPA) and receiving at 
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least the portion of the second configuration data includes receiving second relay data responsive 
to a network server identified in the second access data, and receiving profile data made 
accessible via the network by the second relay data (Fig.7 and page 1, section 001 1 and page 2, 
section 0014 of Natsuno et al). . 

AAPA in view of Natsuno et al. does not teach configuring the appliance responsively to 
the first configuration data and reconfiguring the appliance responsively to the second 
configuration data. Killian teaches controlling the operation of an appliance, comprising: 
receiving, at an appliance, first access data from a first remote device, the access data providing 
network access to first configuration data; receiving at the appliance at least a portion of the first 
configuration data via the network; configuring the appliance responsively to the first 
configuration data; receiving, at the appliance, second access data to the appliance from a second 
remote device, the second access data providing network access to second configuration data; 
receiving at the appliance at least a portion of the second configuration data; reconfiguring the 
appliance responsively to the second configuration data (column 2, lines 6-12 and column 9, 
lines 15-19 and column 10, lines 55-60). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the personalization 
of smart appliances of AAPA in view of Natsuno et al. by configuring the appliance responsively 
to the first configuration data and reconfiguring the appliance responsively to the second because 
this allows viewers that as a group are watching the television at the same time to be able to have 
the program guide and shows configured to please everyone watching. 

Referring to claim 7, AAPA teaches a method as in claim 9, wherein each of the first 
remote device and the second remote device correspond to a portable device (pg. 3, line 5-11). 
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Referring to claim 10, AAPA teaches a method as in claim 9, wherein: each of the first 
and second remote devices corresponds to a radio frequency identification device (pg. 3, line 21 
through pg. 4, line 3). 

Referring to claim 12, AAPA teaches a method as in claim 10, wherein delivering the 
first and second access data includes co-locating the radio frequency identification device with 
the appliance (pg. 3, line 21 through pg. 4, line 3). 

Regarding claim 13, AAPA teaches a method as in claim 9, wherein receiving at least the 
portion of the first configuration data includes receiving a portion of profile data including data 
relating to the appliance and data relating to another type of appliance (pg. 3, line 5-1 1 and pg.4, 
lines 4-11). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure, The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
personalization of smart appliances in general: Allport, Herz et al, and Maissel et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to April L Baugh whose telephone number is 703-305-53 17. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 703-305-4003. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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